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they will have had a good time in their own simple impecunious
way and Holy Church is very forgiving of the little sins—and
after all idleness is not a sin at all Only silly people say so who
want to make others work and benefit by it themselves.
My excursions farther afield were very limited—a few agree-
able drives into the country round amongst the fields of sugar-
cane and palm groves and through picturesque little villages and
amongst still more picturesque people going slowly about their
labours or gaily decked for some local fete.   Once at sunset we
walked up a deep ravine beside a rushing torrent and many
waterfalls, and stood below a precipice of steep rock in the face
of which was the opening of a cave.  As dusk fell, as if at a given
signal, long waving clouds of bats flew forth—thousands upon
thousands until the dark air was rendered darker still as they
pursued in sinuous curves their course to the open country.
But not in security for from high above birds of prey swooped
down upon the horde taking toll of their numbers.   In the
evenings I dined in pleasant company in the cool arcades of the
hotel, in surroundings of beauty and comfort and luxury—at a
little table discreetly lit and flower-bedecked.   And all around
were other tables with well dressed men and women and the
music of the band, soothing and unnoisy, came to me across the
great floor space and between the columns was a vista of moon-
lit lawn and sea, and the air was heavy with the perfume floating
in from the garden,   There is a " finish " about Manila that
makes all other ports of the Far East seem second-rate and vulgar,
The energy and efficiency of America, the emotions of the East
and Mariana of Spain form a very happy combination.
More than sixteen months had passed since I had set out on
my travels. The time had come to return. From Manila I
proceeded to Hongkong and embarked for home. My journey
had been a period of unbroken interest and pleasure. Not one
untoward incident had occurred to disturb its even tenor.

